
 

 1 

 Cambridge School, 2017 – 2018 

Summer 2017 Reading & Writing Assignment  

for Incoming 6th Graders 
 
Summer Reading Requirement 
 
Incoming 6th Grade Students are asked to undertake this summer’s reading journey with The 
Hobbit: There and Back Again by J. R. R. Tolkien.  The Hobbit is long, perhaps the longest 
book ever read by some of these young students, but not an unusual length for many private 
school students whose families embrace the ideals of Cambridge. If your student is challenged in 
some areas of reading comprehension or decoding, I recommend listening to a book-on-tape 
while reading a hard copy of the book. Copies can be checked out from a public library or 
purchased as a download for a small fee ($7.00-$14.00) on the Internet. Parents should feel free 
to share in the reading with your student, alternating paragraphs, pages or chapters. Share your 
thoughts and ideas frequently as you share the reading. Students should come to their first day 
of 6th grade having completed both the summer reading requirement and the summer 
writing requirement.  
 

Summer Writing Requirement 

Directions: Please choose from ONE of the three Hobbit assignments below (A, B, OR C). 
Assignments can be typed or handwritten on loose-leaf. (If you write, please use black ink.) 
Please check that you have answered all parts of the assignment you choose. This will be 
the first GRADED assignment of your 6th grade year! 

A. Short Biographies 

Write 3 brief biographies of characters from The Hobbit. A biography is a written story about 
someone’s life. Each of your biographies will only take up one page. One of your biographies 
must be of Bilbo, but the other two can be ones you choose. This is the format to follow:  

• Include a picture at the top of your character’s biography page. You may find a 
quality image on the Web, or, if you like to draw, make one yourself. (You may cut 
and paste an image on the top of your paper if that is easiest). 

• List 4-5 “fun facts” about your character. For example, you could tell us about his or 
her:  

o Place of Residence 

o Age 

o Size/Height/Weight 

o Something he/she is well known for (such as a special power or personal trait) 
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o Friends 

o Relatives 

• Underneath the fun facts, give a 2-3 (complete) sentence description of the role of the 
character in the story so far.  

B. Write Your Own Ending 

Rewrite the ending to one of the chapters you have read. Use your imagination to add to the 
story. What happens to Bilbo? What happens to some of the other characters? 

C. Creative Journal Entries 

Pretend you are a fellow companion with Bilbo. Write 2 creative journal entries that describe 
what you experienced in 2 days of travel with him. Describe things like what you saw, smelled, 
ate, touched, felt, thought, or anything else that would help the reader understand your 
adventures. Describe what you did to help Bilbo. (Hint: You might want to pick a favorite event 
from a chapter to add your own description of it in your journal).  

 

 

Additional Optional Summer Reading 

After returning from our journey there and back again, hopefully some students will have an 
appetite to read a little more this summer! They should feel free to pick from any of the 
following suggestions, as all reading outside of The Hobbit is voluntary:  
 
For students who would like to read more for their own enjoyment, I have included a list of 
additional books below you might find at your local library. 
 
The following list of books is optional summer reading. Cambridge faculty has selected these 
books because they reflect the literary ideals of the Cambridge Sixth Grade curriculum. 

Burnford, Sheila.  The Incredible Journey 

Driven by the desire to return home to their master and his family, two dogs and a cat 
travel hundreds of miles through the wilderness. 

Burnett, Francess H.  The Secret Garden 

After the death of her parents in India, Mary is sent to a gloomy house in England that 
belongs to her uncle. Life seems dreary until she discovers a lost key, a hidden room and 
a secret garden. 

 Cushman, Karen.  The Midwife’s Apprentice 
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In Medieval England, a nameless, homeless girl is taken in by a sharp tempered midwife, 
and in spite of obstacles and hardship, eventually gains the three things she most wants, a 
full belly, a contented heart and a place in this world. A Newbery Medal Book. 

 

DeAngeli, Marguerite.  A Door in the Wall 

A boy with physical problems in fourteenth century England proves his courage and 
earns recognition from the king. A Newbery Medal Book 

George, Jean.  My Side of the Mountain 

Sam runs away to the Catskill Mountains. There, equipped with only a few tools and 
"book knowledge" of the outdoors, he befriends a weasel, a raccoon and a nesting hawk 
in this story of courage and perseverance. 

Jacques, Brian.  The Legend of Luke 

The interweaving fantasy story of a father and a son is told in three parts, starting with a 
visit to Redwall Abbey by a maid who recounts the adventures of a warrior called Luke. 

Paulsen, Gary.  Hatchet 

After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the wilderness, 
learning to survive initially with only the aid of a hatchet, given to him by his mother and 
learning also to survive his parents divorce. 

Rawls, Wilson.  Where the Red Fern Grows 

A young boy raises and trains two hunting dogs and finds the meaning of love, caring and 
courage. 

Cushman, Karen. Catherine Called Birdy 

Fighting fleas, unsuitable suitors, and her mother’s attempt to make a lady of her, 
Catherine writes in her diary about her frustrations with her life as a young noble woman 
in medieval times. 

DeAngeli, Marguerite. The Door in the Wall  

A handicapped boy in 14th century England proves his courage and earns recognition 
from the king. 

Frazer, Margaret. The Novice’s Tale 

Sister Frevisse, hosteler in the 1431 English abbey of St. Frideswide, must protect an 
innocent nun from unholy accusations and suspicions 

Llywelyn, Morgan. Strongbow 
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The breathtaking adventure of Strongbow (Richard de Clare), the greatest of the Norman 
knights, and Aoife, the wild and willful Irish princess. 

McGraw, Eloise Jarvis. Mara, Daughter of the Nile 

The adventures of an ingenious Egyptian slave girl who undertakes a dangerous 
assignment as a spy in the royal palace of Thebes, in the days when Queen Hatshepsut 
ruled. 

O’Dell, Scott. The Road To Damietta 

The story of the transformation of a high-spirited young man into Saint Francis of Assisi 
- as seen through the eyes of the girl who loved him. 

Twain, Mark. A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court 

A blow on the head sends a shop foreman back to the time of King Arthur – a time period 
he is determined to modernize 

White, T.H. The Once and Future King 

Arthur is prepared by Merlin for kingship, yet still retains the vulnerability of his youth. 

Fritz, Jean. Early Thunder 

Daniel and his widowed father must choose to be either Tory or Whig as growing 
violence between the groups sets the stage for the Revolutionary War.  

Brink, Carol Ryrie. Caddie Woodlawn 

An 11-year-old tomboy growing up on the Wisconsin frontier in the 1800s experiences 
many adventures.  

Curtis, Alice Turner.  A Little Maid of Maryland  

 A Novel about colonial times first published in 1923 

Goodman, Joan.  Hope's Crossing      

When her father left Fairfield Conn. to join Gen. Washington’s army, Hope promised to 
be brave.  Tories  plundered her home, set it afire, and took Hope captive.   

DeCamillo, Kate.  The Tale of Despereaux 

A diminutive mouse strives to make a mammoth change in his troubled kingdom in this 
of Newbery Medal-winning children's book. 


