
8th Grade Summer Assignments 
 

Required Reading 
 

 
Fellowship of the Ring: Book One, Chapters 1-12 
 
Goal:  Read for enjoyment!  Familiarize yourself with the characters and the 
story.  We will go over this in detail together during our first unit.  Feel free to jot 
down questions or to take notes if you like but this is not required! 
 
If you find yourself caught up in the story and want to continue reading into Book 
Two please feel free to do so.  I will not expect you to have done so for the start of 
our first unit.   
 
 
Recommended Reading 
 
Number the Stars and/or The Giver by Lois Lowry 
The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien (if not read already) 
Any of the 1st 6 of the Chronicles of Narnia (if not read already)  
 
Each of the recommended books is optional.  The first two deal with the Jewish 
Holocaust during World War II, which will be covered in our second unit.  The 
Hobbit and the first six books of the Chronicles of Narnia provide the 
background for our first and last units.  These books are for those for whom The 
Fellowship of the Ring is not enough to meet your reading desires for the 
summer. 
 
 
Writing/Journaling 
 
Start to collect examples of the seven primary virtues.  These examples can be 
descriptions of experiences you have had or observed in those around you, 
excerpts from fictional or true stories, or incidents reported in the newspaper.  
You may also note examples from the Bible and Fellowship of the Ring that strike 
you as wonderful examples of love or courage or wisdom.  Keep a log of your 
ideas.   
 
You can also begin to brainstorm how you would like to illustrate these stories 
using personal drawings or pictures cut out of magazines with your personal 
caption about the picture, poems about the event or story, a dialogue that you 
create between the characters displaying virtue, or a journal entry of your 
thoughts about this event or story (eg.  How it inspired you, challenged you, etc.).  
Be creative!  Express yourself without fear of being graded. 
 



You will receive a blank virtue journal at the beginning of the school year that will 
be yours to fill with your examples of virtue over the course of the first unit.  I 
have included a brief description of the seven classical virtues for you below.  
 
The goal of journaling is to enjoy expressing yourself in response to acts of 
virtue that you encounter this summer.    
 
 

Virtue  
 

Virtue: the utmost a man can be; it is the realization of the human capacity for 
being what God created us to be 
 
The Four Cardinal virtues: 
 
Prudence:  a true grasp of reality; the ability to discern how things really are 
and how God would have us respond to them; wisdom 
Justice:  right ordering of all of one’s relationships 
Fortitude:  perseverance in doing good; courage; bravery 
Temperance:  self-control; the willingness to moderate one’s desires in light of 
a greater good 
 
The Three Theological virtues: 
 
Faith:  confidence and trust in another person 
Hope:  confidence in becoming and doing what one was intended to be and do 
Love:  the desire for the best for another; the affirmation of the goodness of the 
existence of another person 
 


