
Summer reading, writing, observing and drawing  for rising 5th graders             2018-2019

 During the Renaissance period, people became aware of everything around them in a new way. They began to 
believe that they could understand the world by taking a close look at how it worked, and what it looked like. They had 
always lived close to nature, but had not really studied it. They had mostly felt the victims of nature, but they began to see 
that understanding nature meant they could have a hand in taking care of it, and sometimes bringing it under control. 
They became observers of nature in wonderful new ways.  

 For this activity, you are asked to observe and collect things in nature. You may choose plants and animals of all 
kinds-including every kind from insects to bear; clouds, the ocean, a river, creek, trees, fish, etc. You may choose different 
kinds of things, but you should observe at least two things, or two areas, over a period of several days and weeks. Draw 
what you see. Draw it from different angles, at different times of day or night; when it is moving about, and so on.   
 Jot down notes near your drawing about the object, (see example) or  time of day, the temperature, what the 
weather was like, or whether the sun was out. Include the place and date/s. Find out the name of your object and write 
that in. Go to a book or web site to learn more about that object. 
 You will need plain paper without lines to do this. I have attached one page of  instructions of how to draw birds, 
because I’m not very good at drawing, so I thought these might help. You are only asked to do your very, very best! Color 
your drawings, after they are drawn with colors as close to the object you observed as possible.  
 Don’t even begin to think that your drawing is not good!! It is good because you are trying your best. 

Make your own folder and collection: 

You will want to keep your drawings in a folder which you should make yourself-with your own creative title 
and art work related to nature. If you are observing something like shells, flowers or anything that you can collect—maybe 
some insects-dead or alive—bring them in. If you are observing trees, collect the leaves and any seed pods. If you are 
observing water, bring in objects that are found around it, with your drawing folder 
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Herodotus and The Road to History by Jeanne Benedict 
Traveling Man. The Journey of Ibn Battuta, 1325-1354  by James Rumford 

 Below is a chart that goes with your reading. Be sure to observe the maps and illustrations in both books. Read the 
traveling line in Traveling Man, and notice the Arabic writing. Read the inside cover pictures. They make it more 
interesting.  
 The chart focuses on what Herodotus and Ibn Battuta observed in their travels: people, places, customs. Three 
columns are marked with these words and one column with the word personal. Write the title of the book you are 
working on when you first begin that book. After that only write the chapter number. Then fill in what they said about 
these three things. Under the  personal write the things that happened to them as they traveled, or what people thought 
about them as they traveled. Imagine yourself on their journeys. Don’t try to write every tiny detail, but write the things 
that stand out to you.  
 Use the book to know how to spell the names of towns and people. This isn’t a test! 
 You may print, but if you are already know how to write in cursive, you should do so. Write as neatly as possible.  

The following questions must be answered on lined paper. 

1. Which person would you have liked to travel with? Tell a few reasons why in a short paragraph.  

2. Ibn Battuta says the word, “traveling” seven times, followed by something about traveling that he learned. List the 

seven times he says the word and what follows after the word.  (make a list-one on each line) 

3. Who are the illustrators of each book? Write a complete sentence in which you name the book and then the illustrator. 

P.S. Be sure to bring the two books back with you on the first day of school. Take good care of them. Books are 
like friends-we need to treat them with care-:) 
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Places People Customs Personal 
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