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This activity fits with your first unit of the year: Celebration of Creation  

 

During the Renaissance period, 1300-1700, people began to believe that they 

could understand the world by taking a close look at how it worked, and what it looked 

like. They had always lived close to nature, but they had not really studied it. They began 

to see that understanding nature meant they could have a hand in taking care of it. They 

became observers of nature in wonderful new ways.  

 

“Great are the works of the LORD,  
studied by all who delight in them.”  

Psalm 111:2 ESV 

 

“Celebrate Creation” activity: 

●  You are to observe and collect things in nature.  
● You may choose plants and animals of any kind; clouds, the ocean, a river, creek, 

trees, fish, insects, etc.  
● Choose and observe at least two things, over a period of several days and 

weeks. This could be an all summer project.  
● Draw several pictures: what you see from different angles, at different times of 

day or night; when it is moving about, and so on.  
● Jot down notes near your drawing about the object-include on pages with 

drawings,  
●  time of day  
● the temperature  
● what the weather was like  
● whether the sun was out 
● place and date/s.  
● the name of your object and write that in  
● interesting/funny things you notice 

 

Use plain paper without lines to do this. If you have your sketch book, use it for 

your drawings and notes. Don’t worry whether you are an artist or not. You can find 

ways to draw animals on line, if you want help. You are only asked to do your very, very 

best!  

 

Color your drawings, after they are drawn with colors as close to the object you 

observed as possible. Place in folder with your collection so they stay neat.  

 

Collect anything you can which is part of your observation. If you are observing 

something like shells, flowers or anything that you can collect—maybe some 

insects-dead or alive—bring them in. If you are observing trees, collect the leaves and 

any seed pods. If you are observing water, bring in objects that are found around it, with 

your drawing folder 
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A folder for your collection: 

 

You will want to keep your drawings in a folder which you should make 

yourself-with your own creative title and art work related to nature. 

 

Bring everything to school on the first day of school 

 

 

 

Reading for Summer, 2019-2020 

 

Our studies in 5th grade take us around the world, and we read about a lot of 

adventurers. You will travel from Europe to Asia, then to Africa, and after Africa, to 

South America, and finally back to Europe.  

 

Read:  

 

The Silk Route-7,000 Miles of History by John S. Major; illustrated by Stephen Fieser 

(sent home in packet) 

 

• Look closely at the map and look back at it each time you turn the page to a new 

location. 
• Use lined paper or a journal to write the name (on the top line) of each new location 

followed by the silk traders 
• Read about the new location and then write a short narrative response of what you 

read. It should include main points of each one. 
• Be sure to read the last pages too for additional information. 

 

 

To travel and explore requires courage and daring.  This next book is a true story. Read 

it and be ready to talk about it in class. Copies are available in the class room. It 

might be purchased, or read on line, or possibly borrowed from a library. 

Please bring the book back to school on the first day. 

 

Read: 

 

Lost on a Mountain in Maine by Donn Fendler as told to Joseph B. Egan (borrow) 

 

After you finish the story, read the Afterword and tell three things that were going on in 

the “outside world” to try to find him. This could include information about some of the 

people he met. 
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