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Summer Enrichment for Incoming 7th Grade 

 
This summer’s reading requirement is a choice of ONE of the following books: Bud, Not Buddy by                 

Christopher Paul Curtis, Mrs. Mike: The Story of Katherine Mary Flannigan by Benedict & Nancy Freedman, Roll                 
of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor or Cheaper by the Dozen by Frank B. Gilbreth Jr. and his sister,                      
Ernestine Gilbreth Carey. These books have been chosen because they are well written, appropriate for 7th grade                 
level reading, and most of all, I believe that our children will find characters that will reflect the thoughts, emotions,                    
and experiences that they can relate to, even in 2019.  

 
Bud, Not Buddy is about a young man, orphaned when his mother died, who escapes from foster parents                  

who are less than nurturing, to try and find his father. Mrs. Mike is about a young woman who marries a Sergeant in                       
the Canadian Mounted Police who ministers to folks in Canada’s wilderness in many ways. Roll of Thunder, Hear                  
My Cry is the powerful story of the author’s father, as well as her own experiences living in a racist American                     
culture with compassion, tenacity, and a sense of hope. Cheaper by the Dozen is the authors’ stories of growing up                    
with an incredible set of parents who successfully raised twelve children at the turn of the 20th century. It is filled                     
with humor and wisdom for both children and parents. Students will share their thoughts with each other and me                   
orally when we convene in September. 
 
Please help your child establish a consistent quiet time for reading during the summer months. I have found                  
that quiet times following lunch or before "lights out" at night are the best time for many family’s schedule. Please                    
work at finding your best time for consistent daily reading. 
  
There is NO additional reading required; however, I highly recommended the following additional selections to               
sustain the habit of reading living books. These are just a few age-appropriate suggestions that my students and I                   
have enjoyed in the past.  
 

● The Outsiders S.E. Hinton. 
● Sounder - William Armstrong. 
● Bridge to Terabithia - Katherine Paterson. 
● The Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E. L. Konigsburg 
● Where the Red Fern Grows - Wilson Rawls 
● Going Solo - Roald Dahl (or others by this author) 
● A Wrinkle in Time – Madeleine L’Engle (or another by this author) 
● War Horse – Michael Morpurgo 
● Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli 
● My Name is America: The Journal of James Edmond Pease A Civil War Union Soldier by Jim Murphy. 
● The Giver – Lois Lowry 
● Out of the Dust – Karen Hesse 
● Selections of your choice by Cornelia Funk (very interesting fantasy/mystery novels) 
● Any Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis (if they haven’t already been read). (We will be reading A Horse 

and his Boy as a class this year). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Summer Writing Assignment 
 

Options: 
 
Writing is a skill that needs to become a habit as well as reading. In an effort to enhance the joy of reading for                        
reading’s sake, while including the opportunity of experiencing the satisfaction of writing, the writing assignment is                
NOT related in any way to the reading assignment.   
 
Rather, I’d like to offer a number of independent and creative options for the writing portion of the summer                   
assignments.  
 
Directions: Please choose from ONE of the six assignments below.  Assignments should be no shorter than six pages 
double spaced, typed (Assignments 1 and 2 may be handwritten) on Google Docs in 12pt Times New Roman Font.  

1. Write (using a keyboard – i.e. TYPE and double spaced) six – one-page notes to family members or friends                   
describing your summer activities, vacations, trips to theme parks, zoos, or museums, out of town visitors,                
family reunions, etc. Try to space each letter approximately two weeks apart, so that the student is writing                  
just two notes each month: June, July, and August. Send it to the chosen person, making a copy to turn into                     
me on the first day of school. Typing is NOT necessary if you choose this assignment, but                  
your written work should contain enough text to equal approximately 6 typed pages             
double-spaced.  
 

 
2. Write regularly in a journal, recording summer activities, trips to museums, theme parks, or zoos, thoughts,                

prayers, goals, accomplishments, etc. Each entry can be as long or short as desired. Entries should be well                  
written with complete, grammatically correct sentences. Typing is NOT necessary if you choose             
this assignment, but your entries should cover approximately six pages when viewed together.             
Scrapbooking has been done in the past with great success. If you decide to handwrite this assignment,                 
please make copies to turn into me.  

 
3. Rewrite the ending of a favorite novel, story, or movie that was encountered this summer. Begin by writing                  

a short summary about the story in case I’m unfamiliar with it, and then write the ending. The written work                    
should contain enough text to equal approximately 6 typed pages double spaced.   

 
4. Write a play with characters and dialog from a familiar story or an original creative story that has at least                    

five characters and a lesson or moral to be learned. Please include a short description, both physical and                  
“character” (bully, good guy, hero, victim, morality, attitude) or role in the story (narrator, person who                
saves the day, etc), of each character and their relationship to each other. This assignment should equal                 
approximately 6 typed pages double spaced.   

 
5. Choose a work of art seen at a museum or landmark (sculpture or architecturally dynamic structure, for                 

example: the Guggenheim Art Museum) and put into words (write down) the ideas you are inspired to                 
imagine while observing it. You may want to write about building it, painting it, or living within the story                   
that the artist painted as you determine by its form, colors, lines, textures, type of medium, and                 
configurations. Add a picture of the artwork or structure so I can see what you have seen. This assignment                   
should equal approximately 6 typed pages double spaced.  

 
6. If your child has an exciting idea that I haven’t thought of, please have your child email me at                   

mbealefeld@cambridgeschool.org ASAP so that we can discuss that idea. I want to honor creativity and               
original thought as much as I can. Please don’t delay, however. The idea is to write throughout the                  
summer.  
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The writing assignment will be collected on the first day of school in September and will be the very first grade of                      
the new school year. 
In order to instill the habit of writing and to avoid a frenetic end to summer, the writing assignment should be                     
worked on consistently throughout the summer in short periods of 20 to 30 minutes, no more than three to five times                     
a week. Parents may offer ideas, suggestions, and help with a small amount of editing, but please allow the student                    
to direct this project as he/she determines fit.  
 
Your child may email finished portions of this assignment to me as each is completed to encourage your child                   
to finish one idea (page, journal entry, letter) before beginning another. Emailing students' work throughout the                
summer will also help me to grade, offer suggestions, and learn a little bit about your child before the school year                     
begins. Thank you in advance for considering this option.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me, 
 
Thank you and God Bless, 
 
Mike 
 
Michael Bealefeld, M.A. Historical Studies. 
7th Grade Unit Teacher, Cambridge School 
Cell: 410-336-2159 | mbealefeld@cambridgeschool.org 
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